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President’s message: 

2026  
Spring  

Greetings to our members and supporters, 
 
I hope the past year has been a happy, prosperous, 
and healthy one for you and your families. We have 
had a very active season, and I am proud to share the 
progress our association has made. 
 

Our performance troupes have been busy bringing cultural traditions to life across our 
region. On February 28, our Chung Wah Lion Dance troupe performed business bless-
ings at eight local staples, including Peking Restaurant, the San Joaquin County His-
torical Society, Charlie Ju Montessori School, Midtown Optometry, Ryan Turner Insur-
ance, Maharaja Indian Cuisine Restaurant, China Palace and Mountain Mike’s Pizza. 
 
Additionally, on March 14, the CBA Dragon Dance troupe performed at the annual 
Chinese New Year Festival. I want to extend a special thank you to the CBA board 
members, volunteers, and Chung Wah Chinese School staff who dedicated their time 
to supporting and manning our community booth. 
 
Our Chung Wah Chinese School continues to thrive, not only in the classroom but 
through meaningful cultural experiences and celebrations. In December, students and 
their families enjoyed a festive end-of-semester Christmas Party held in the CBA audi-
torium, celebrating their hard work and accomplishments. That same month, the 
school organized a memorable field trip to San Francisco, where students explored 
Chinatown, visited the Golden Gate Fortune Cookie Factory, and learned about Chi-
nese American history through an engaging guided tour. 
 
In February, the Chinese School hosted a vibrant Lunar New Year celebration, where 
students participated in cultural activities, games, and performances that reinforced 
traditions while building a strong sense of community.  
 
Most recently, our members and volunteers came together to honor our ancestors 
during the annual Ching Ming ceremony at the Chinese Cemetery. This meaningful 
tradition continues to be an important part of preserving our heritage and paying re-
spect to those who came before us. 
 
The Chinese Cemetery of Stockton remains a premier choice for local families due to 
its immaculate care, and scenic, park-like setting. Our volunteers work tirelessly to 
ensure the cemetery remains a place of beauty and serenity for your loved ones. Due 
to a rapid increase in plot sales over the past couple of years, we have officially con-
tracted Wong Engineers to begin the expansion of the cemetery into the West Parcel. 
 
As we look toward the future, I hope the coming year brings you continued health, 
wealth, and happiness. 
 
Warm Regards, 
 
Bennie Mar Chun 
President, Chinese Benevolent Association 



Chung Wah Chinese School Trip to San Francisco 

On December 5, 2025, the students and families of Chung Wah Chinese School em-
barked on a fun-filled and educational field trip to San Francisco, immersing themselves 
in the rich history and culture of Chinatown. 
 
The day began with a guided walking tour led by Bill Louie of the Chinese Historical 
Society of America (CHSA). As the group made their way through Chinatown, students 
learned about the struggles, resilience, and achievements of Chinese Americans whose 
stories are woven into the streets and buildings of the neighborhood. 
 
The first stop was the famous Golden Gate Fortune Cookie Factory. Students and their 
families enjoyed watching how fortune cookies are made by hand. The experience gave 
everyone a sweet start to the day. 
 
Next, the group visited Leung’s White Crane Dragon and Lion Dance Association, es-
tablished in 1971, they are one of the oldest active lion dance groups in North America. 
They are known for consistently placing in national and international lion dance compe-
titions. With permission from Daniel Leung, board member Mike Mak gave a tour of 
the studio and shared the history of the organization and the importance of lion and 
dragon dance traditions while preserving Chinese culture. 
 
The third stop was the historic Ma-Tsu Temple, a small Taoist temple tucked along 
Beckett Street. Although the children were not permitted to enter, they were able to 
quietly observe a ceremony taking place inside, offering a meaningful glimpse into spir-
itual practices that continue to thrive in Chinatown. 
 
The fourth stop highlighted an important part of Chinatown’s social history: its SRO 
(single room occupancy) buildings. These modest rooms, often just 15 by 15 feet, func-
tioned like dormitories with shared kitchens and bathrooms. Entire families frequently 
lived in these small spaces, a testament to the sacrifices and perseverance of early 
immigrant communities. 
 
Lunch was enjoyed at Osmanthus Dim Sum Lounge, where students and families 
shared a delicious meal that included garlic noodles, egg rolls, fried tofu, fried chicken 
wings, garlic green beans, sweet and sour chicken, har gow, and siu mai. After lunch, 
Bill Louie spoke about the founding of Chinatown and emphasized that it was built by 
immigrants and continues to be sustained largely by immigrant families today. 
 
The sixth stop brought the group to the Rose Pak Station. There, Bill Louie taught the 
students about Rose Pak, a powerful and influential advocate who played a tremen-
dous role in supporting and revitalizing Chinatown. 
 
The seventh stop was the Chinese Historical Society of America Museum, where the 
group toured a special exhibit honoring Bruce Lee. Jeff Chinn provided a guided tour, 
explaining what Bruce Lee represented, not only as a martial artist and actor, but as a 
symbol of pride, strength, and breaking barriers for Asian Americans. A highlight for the 
students was participating in an interactive activity where they wrote down something 
they did not like on a board and then symbolically chopped it in half, just as Bruce Lee 
might have done. 
 
The final stop was the Chinese Railroad Workers Museum. Here, students learned 
about the vital contributions of Chinese laborers in building the Transcontinental Rail-
road. Before its completion, cross-country travel and the transportation of goods were 
extremely difficult and time-consuming. Without the hard work and sacrifice of Chinese 
railroad workers, it would have taken many more years to connect the nation. 
 
This memorable field trip would not have been possible without the support and leader-
ship of board members, Kimberly Mar Ku, Mike Mak, Terry Chen, Principal Jing Zhu 
and as well as teacher Cindy Ma, Le, and Stephanie Yee. Their dedication ensured 
that the students experienced a meaningful day filled with cultural pride, and lasting 
memories. 
 
(If you are interested in joining our Chinese School, please contact our office at 209-462
-6442 or cbaconfuciuschurch@att.net. Newcomers are welcome, 18 years old and un-
der.  



Chung Wah’s Chinese School End of Semester / Christmas Party 

On December 13, 2025, Chung Wah Chinese School held its End-of-Semester Christmas Party in the CBA auditorium, marking the close of a successful 
term with 27 enrolled students. With a proud history spanning more than 100 years, the school continues to serve as a cornerstone of cultural education 
in the community. 
 
This semester’s student body reflected the rich diversity of Stockton, welcoming students of Mexican, Thai, Vietnamese, and Chinese heritage. The 
school remains committed to fostering an inclusive environment where language learning and cultural appreciation bring families from many backgrounds 
together. 
 
Board Member Mike Mak addressed the students and families, sharing his personal journey as the son of immigrants and a former student of Chung 
Wah Chinese School. He spoke about perseverance, hard work, and the opportunities that education can provide. To illustrate his message about setting 
goals and striving for success, he shared a personal example by bringing his Corvette to help students visualize the rewards of hard work and dedication.  
 
The program was emceed by Douglas Hsia, who guided the afternoon’s festivities with enthusiasm and warmth. The celebration was further enriched by 
the Tenn family, who performed festive Christmas music with their trumpet and trombones, creating a joyful atmosphere for all in attendance. 
 
The celebration was also honored by the presence of major benefactor Dr. Henry Wong, whose ongoing support has played a vital role in sustaining the 
school’s mission. Colleen Lee and Miranda Wong from CCSS (Chinese Cultural Society of Stockton) were also in attendance, demonstrating continued 
partnership and a shared commitment to Chinese language and cultural education. 
 
With more than 70 people in attendance, the event was a joyful conclusion to the semester and a testament to the strong community support behind the 
school. Chung Wah Chinese School looks forward to building on this momentum and welcoming another successful semester ahead. 

As the Lunar New Year begins, the focus has turned to the Chinese zodiac and the arrival of the year  of the 

fire horse, a rare pairing in the 60-year lunar cycle. 

The horse is admired for its vitality, independence and charisma.  Horses symbolize freedom, swift move-

ment, and unbridled energy.  People born in the year of the horse are said to be dynamic, adventurous, 

strong-willed, and excellent communicators. 

In the Chinese zodiac, the horse with the fire element turns up the intensity.  Fire is associated with passion, 

drive, leadership, and a little unpredictability.  This combination magnifies the traits of the Horse to create a 

personality that is dazzling, forceful, and at times hard to contain. 

Experts say the fire horse year is widely expected to bring intense, fast-paced change on a personal and global level.  Some keyways to navigate this 

year are: letting go of the need for perfection, embrace your passion projects, avoid burning out by grounding regularly, be mindful of your temper and 

focus on freedom, not control! Slowing down before making major decisions, and cultivating emotional steadiness.  

2026 - Year of the Fire Horse 



On February 14, Chung Wah Chinese School proudly hosted its Lunar 
New Year Celebration at the CBA auditorium, bringing together stu-
dents, families, and supporters for an afternoon of cultural learning and 

festive fun. 

This semester, Principal Jing introduced a new student rewards system 
designed to encourage positive behavior and academic engagement. 
Students can earn “CBA School Dollars” by demonstrating responsibil-
ity and respect, following school rules, and putting forth their best effort 
in class. During special events, students also have opportunities to 
earn additional CBA School Dollars by participating in games and ac-
tivities, including spinning the prize wheel. The official launch of the 
rewards system took place during the Lunar New Year celebration, 
with parents also given the opportunity to purchase CBA School Dol-

lars for $1.00 each. 

The celebration featured a variety of hands-on cultural activities, in-
cluding Chinese calligraphy, arts and crafts, and a chopstick challenge 
in which students transferred marbles from one bowl to another. The 
highlight of the party… and the most popular activity, was learning how 

to make potstickers from scratch. 

Students eagerly used their CBA School Dollars to purchase games 
and refreshments. Popular food items included freshly made potstick-
ers, soup, tea eggs, and juice. The event was a wonderful success, 
blending cultural tradition, community engagement, and an exciting 

new incentive program that supports student growth and participation. 

(If you are interested in joining our Chinese School, please contact our 
office at 209-462-6442 or cbaconfuciuschurch@att.net. Newcomers                   
are welcome, 18 years old and under.  

Chung Wah Chinese New Year Celebration at CBA 



Following the rains in January and February, weeds have been growing rapidly at the cemetery’s West Parcel, faster than we can keep up with.  Spe-
cial thanks to Wesley Chow for his ongoing efforts to keep the growth under control.  Wayne Chan has also been working diligently at maintaining 
the grounds, trimming rose bushes, Bird of Paradise and various trees and plants. Vanetta Wihlidal has been caring for the Heavenly Garden, weed-
ing, trimming, replanting geraniums, and adding new perennials and lavender plants. 

As families prepared for Qing Ming, many visited the cemetery to honor their ancestors by cleaning headstones, burning incense, making food offer-
ings, and gathering in remembrance. Although the official Qing Ming Festival falls on April 5th, CBA held its observance on March 29, 2026. 

For generations, the Chinese Cemetery has served as a sacred place of rest, reflection and honor for our loved ones.  It is a testament to our history 
and a bridge between those who came before us and the families we nurture today. 

Today, however, the cemetery faces a significant challenge.  The existing cemetery grounds are at full capacity, and available burial space is limited. 
Without expansion, future generations may no longer have the opportunity to be laid to rest alongside their families without these historic grounds.  

To ensure that our current and future generations have a place to honor their ancestors, we began a vital expansion project. This project will create 
additional burial plots which will provide the necessary space to continue our traditions of remembrance for decades to come. This project will require 
careful planning, permitting, site preparation, infrastructure improvements, landscaping, and long-term maintenance. 

This effort is about more than creating additional space.  It is about preserving a legacy.  It is about ensuring that families can continue to honor their 
loved ones in a place that has served the Chinese community of Stockton and San Joaquin County for well over a century. 

As we reflect on the sacrifices and contributions of those who came before us, we are reminded on the importance of preserving this sacred place for 
future generations.  The cemetery expansion project represents an important step toward ensuring that the traditions, history, and heritage of our 
community continue for many years to come. 

Our ancestors worked hard to build a foundation for us here in Stockton and San Joaquin County.  Now, it is our turn to ensure that the foundation 
remains strong for our children and grandchildren, and future generations. 

 

With gratitude and respect,     

 

Bennie Mar Chun, President 

Gordon Lee, Facilities Director, Cemetery Committee 

Chinese Cemetery Update 

2026 Ching Ming Celebration 

The Qingming Festival (Ching Ming) hosted its observance on Sunday, March 29, 2026 by the Chinese Benevolent Association (CBA) at the Chinese 
Cemetery. This annual tradition provided an opportunity for members of the community to gather in remembrance and pay respect to their ancestors. 
 
The program was emceed by Douglas Hsia and John Lim, whose efforts helped guide the ceremony with dignity and respect. Special recognition is 
extended to John Farrell, who has generously supported the event’s sound system for many years, ensuring that the program continues to run 
smoothly year after year. 
 
CBA is grateful for the many contributions that helped make the day a success. Val Shishkin of Chapel of the Palms generously donated bottled water 
for attendees. Food for the event was purchased from Sun Wong Kee and China Palace, with additional items kindly donated by China Palace.  
 
The ceremonial incense burning was conducted by Bill Li, an important part of honoring ancestors during Qingming. In addition, board member Terry 
Chen’s family volunteered their time to assist with serving food, contributing to the welcoming and communal atmosphere of the event. CBA also ex-
tends its appreciation to Kiyoshi Morodomi and Chris Ku for their continued support and for always helping out at events.  
 
CBA extends its sincere appreciation to all who participated and supported this meaningful tradition. 



Chung Wah Lion Dance Team Bless Local Businesses! 

On February 28, 2026, board member Mike Mak lead the newly formed Chung Wah Lion Dance team to bless local businesses. 
 
In a historic moment for the Stockton Chinese Benevolent Association, a newly formed youth Lion Dance team performed throughout Stockton and Lodi, 
marking the first active Chinese Lion Dance group affiliated with the organization in its 102-year history. The performance also represents the first active 
Lion Dance group in the Stockton area in more than 30–40 years, with a strong focus on youth participation. 
 
Over the course of the day, the team performed at eight businesses and organizations across Stockton and Lodi, sharing the tradition and excitement of 
Lion Dance with the community. The young performers have spent the past three months practicing and preparing for their debut performances, demon-
strating dedication and cultural pride. Their efforts reflect the traditional saying in lion dancing: “Ten minutes of practice gives you one minute on the 
stage.” 
 
The Lion Dance team is part of a renewed effort to preserve and promote Chinese cultural traditions for the next generation in San Joaquin County. With 
continued training and community support, the program aims to grow and develop into a strong cultural presence in the region. 
 
The group extends its sincere appreciation to the many businesses and organizations that welcomed the team and generously supported the program: 
 
• Stockton Montessori School – A private school based on the Montessori philosophy that also offers a Saturday Chinese 

language program for young children. 

• San Joaquin County Historical Museum – Dedicated to preserving and sharing the history of San Joaquin County. 

• Peking Restaurant – A staple of the community since 1979, they graciously provided lunch for the performers.  

• Midtown Optometry – Longtime supporters of community programs and events. 

• Ryan Turner Insurance – A local insurance agency supporting community initiatives. 

• China Palace Restaurant – A well-known location for Chinese banquets and Cantonese cuisine in Stockton since 1998. 

• Maharaja Indian Cuisine – A popular local restaurant offering traditional Indian dishes since 2018. 

• Mountain Mike's Pizza – Provided dinner and refreshments for the team following the day’s performances. 
 

Special thanks go to the many parents who volunteered their time to support the team, to Steven Hom for assisting Board Member Mike Mak throughout 
the day, and to the instructors from Red Lotus Lion Dance at Sacramento State for their dedication in training the students. Thank you as well to the 
Stockton community for its encouragement and ongoing support.  



2026 Chinese New Year Celebration 

Hosted by: The Chinese Cultural Society of Stockton  

“Year of the Fire Horse” 

On March 14, 2026, the Chinese Cultural Society of Stockton (CCSS) hosted its Annual Chinese New Year Celebration at the First Baptist Church, bringing 
together a vibrant showcase of cultural performances and community talent.  
The program was guided by emcees Douglas Hsia and Valerie Acoba, who kept the event running smoothly throughout the day. The celebration com-
menced with opening remarks from CCSS President Loreen Huey, followed by an inspiring rendition of the National Anthem performed by Jazzlynne Bao 
Chau, Miss Teen Asia USA 2026. The celebration also recognized Clarence Chan as “Citizen of the Year”, honoring his contributions to the community. 
The celebration officially began with an energetic Lion Dance presentation by Thien Quang Lion Dance.  
The program continued with a diverse lineup of performances highlighting various cultural traditions. Judy Hong’s Tai Chi demonstration, followed by an 
elegant sword and fan dance performed by Master Tan Kwok Fei. The Jene Wah Senior Musical Group delighted the audience with their musical selec-
tions, while Master Joel Juanitas and his group, Bahala Na Filipino Martial Arts, presented an exciting martial arts demonstration. The powerful rhythms of 
Stockton Bukkyo Taiko captivated attendees, and the CBA Dragon Dance led by Runping Lin and Dr. Yanhong Wu, added to the lively atmosphere.  
Following a brief intermission, the audience was treated to an impressive performances by award-winning film composer, actor, dancer and martial artist, 
Neil Nayyar, known for his extraordinary ability to play over 130 musical instruments and has auditioned for America’s Got Talent and Steve Harvey. He’s 
made appearances on Good Morning America, the Jennifer Hudson Show, Fox LA, the “Got Milk” campaign and the popular show, “Let’s Make a Deal”.  
This young prodigy has also appeared in Mountain Mike’s Pizza and three Honda commercials.   
Brian Bui also showcased his talents on the Vietnamese zither, while Jazzlynne Bao Chau returned to the stage alongside Jonathan Huynh to perform “I 
Will Survive” and “I Wish You Love.”  
The program continued with a beautiful Cambodian dance by the Morodok Khmer Academy. The celebration concluded with a theatrical performance by 
Red Phoenix Rising, led by Val Acoba, who brought to life “The Lunar New Year Derby”, a play written by Heather Rule. The performances concluded with a 
final Lion Dance by Thien Quang Lion Dance, leaving the audience with a memorable finale. 

In addition to the stage performances, the auditorium was filled with a wide variety of vendors offering something for everyone. Attendees enjoyed activities 
and goods ranging from face painting and balloon shaping to Chinese jewelry and Riman Korean Skincare products. A selection of refreshments, including 
Ululani’s shaved ice, sweet treats from Huynh’s Sugar Cane Cafe, Cruzin’ Girls Coffee and Chinese Food added to the festive atmosphere.  
Local organizations were also present to share in the celebration, a few include Jackson Rancheria, The Stockton Chamber of Commerce, The Chinese Be-
nevolent Association and Chung Wah Chinese School, Jene Wah, the Central Valley Asian Chamber of Commerce, Children’s Museum, St. Mark’s Methodist 
Church, the Stockton Police Department, Kids Corner, the San Joaquin Historical Museum, and the Stockton Chamber of Commerce.  
The Annual Chinese New Year Celebration was a wonderful success, reflecting the rich cultural diversity of the Stockton community and the continued dedi-
cation of CCSS to preserving and promoting cultural heritage through the arts. 

(Photos courtesy of Tim Ulmer  & 

Danny Lee) 





MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / DONATION FORM 

CONFUCIUS CHURCH OF STOCKTON  |  CHINESE BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION 

                                                       孔 教 堂                                     中 華 會 館 

 

212 E. Lafayette St., Stockton, CA 95203  |  209-462-6442  |  cbaconfuciuschurch@att.net  |  website: www.stocktoncba.org 

CBA MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS   Membership renews on January 1st. 

                         中華會館會員利 益   每年1月1日更新會籍申請  

                              

 

 

5. Scholarship application fulfillment 

    可以申請獎學金 

6. Eligible for Board membership 

     有資格成為董事會成員 

7. Eligible for nomination of officers 

  有資格被提名為委員長 

8. Eligible for assistance, resources and referrals for those 

in need  

    有資格獲得援助、資源和轉介所需求的  

1. CBA Newsletter (by mail or on website) 

   中華會館通訊 (郵寄或登入網站) 

2. Announcement alerts 

   通告提示 

3. Priority and special consideration for celebration 

functions 

    優先及特別考慮慶祝活動安排 

4. Special rental rates and use considerations 

    特別租金及使用 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

會員申請表 

LAST NAME_________________________________ FIRST NAME________________________________________ 

姓(中文)      __________________________________ 名(中文)   ___________________________________________ 

ADDRESS / 住址 ____________________________________________________    

CITY/ZIP / 城市/郵政編碼____________________________________________________________________________ 

HOME PHONE / 住宅電話       (______)_____________________ CELL / 手機     (______)____________________ 

EMAIL / 电子邮箱  ________________________________________________  

Receive our newsletter from our web site: / 登入本會網址收取通訊:            www.stocktoncba.org 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MEMBERSHIP/會籍: 

____ Individual  $20                ____ Family  $30               ____ Business/Organization   $50             ____ Lifetime     $300 

      個人                                        家庭                                          商業/組織                                           永久  

DONATION FORM 

_____ Chinese Benevolent Assoc. / 中華會館                       _____ High School Scholarship/ 高中獎學金 

               ___ Chinese Cemetery / 中華陵园                                    _____ Chung Wah Chinese School / 中華中文學校0  

Make check payable to Confucius Church and send to Confucius Church, 212 E. Lafayette St., Stockton, CA 95203        

支票枱頭請寫孔教堂並寄回給  

mailto:cbaconfuciuschurch@att.net
http://www.stocktoncba.org


Confucius Church of Stockton/CBA 

212 E. Lafayette Street 

Stockton, CA 95203 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Tell people - and they may forget. 

Show them - and they may remember. 

But involve them - and they will understand. 

 

        --- Confucius 


