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Janwyn Funamura’s father, Stanley Hing Loy, at left, and his older brother, Francis Bing 
Loy, are shown in this photo taken in 1925 in their father’s store. Chew Ying Chong’s 
Meat Market and Grocery Store stood at 116 East Washington St., Stockton. COURTESY
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STOCKTON — A young Janwyn 
Funamura didn’t have much interest 
in her roots growing up, but now 
as an adult she’s helping dig up 
information about her family and 
that of others to preserve the history 
of the Chinese community in 
Stockton.
The Chinese Benevolent Association 
and the San Joaquin County 
Historical Museum are collaborating 
to collect first and secondhand stories 
of residents who lived in Stockton’s 
once-vibrant Chinatown, which was 
decimated by construction of the 
Crosstown Freeway.
The plan is to amass stories and 
objects to create the exhibit “Tales 

of Stockton Chinatown” which 
is scheduled to open on or about 
Jan. 28, at the San Joaquin County 
Historical Museum in Lodi. Once 
the exhibit ends, the panels will be 
given to the Chinese Benevolent 
Association to start a museum.
Julie Blood, the museum’s collections 
and exhibits manager, said the two 
organizations have been talking about 
creating an exhibition for about a year 
and have since been researching the 
influence and roots of the Chinese 
community.
A lot of history has been collected, 
especially from author Sylvia Sun 
Munnick who has written books 
about Chinese communities in 
Stockton, Blood and Funamura 
said. However, the museum 
and association want firsthand 
information from families, especially 
those who opened businesses, to 

have a full picture. The exhibit will 
also focus on where the Chinese 
came from and family associations in 
Stockton, Blood said.
The Chinese Benevolent Association 

and the San Joaquin County 
Historical Museum hope people 
who grew up during the early 1900s 
will attend a sort of “show and tell” 
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The citizens of the United States are 
given the important civic opportunity 
of voting for their future leaders. His-
torically, young people have had the 
lowest levels of electoral participa-
tion. There has only been an increase 
in recent years towards greater civic 
engagement of young people. One 
question you may have is, how impor-
tant are your votes?

Top 5 Reasons Why You Should 
Vote

20% of the American population 
are young voters, which makes them 
a strong political force.

Voters in the national elections must 
be of proper age and a citizen of 
the United States. Rates of voting 
and registration are known to be 
significantly higher in presidential 
elections than the congressional 
elections. Since 1964, the 18-24 age 
group of voters had the lowest rates. 
From 1964-2012, voting rates have 
dropped from 50.9 percent to 38.0 
percent.  

As every vote counts, there are 
many elections that count down to 
the last couple hundred of votes. For 

example, Senator Al Franken from 
Minnesota won with only 312 more 
votes than his competitor. The youth 
have the power to sway an election. 
Why do you think candidates work 
so hard to get the vote of the young 
people? It’s because it could influence 
the outcome of the election.

It is important that young people 
vote for candidates who will represent 
their needs. They are the most diverse 
group of voters. And because of this 
diversity, the candidates usually work 
to cater to the needs of different 
groups.

The 18-24 age group includes:

61% – White

17% – Hispanic

15% – African American

4% – Asian

3% – Mixed or Native American 
descent

Your Future is on the Line

It’s easy to get mixed up in the latest 
trend of fashion, apps, and social 
media. It makes us feel connected and 

gives a sense of belonging. With these 
distractions, we fail to be aware of the 
issues that matter – civic engagement. 
Did you know every time the senate 
discusses certain bills we have live 
access on T.V. to see which ones 
they pass as law. We have access to 
information that can help us decide 
which bill to vote for in our ballots. 
For example, if there is a bill out there 
that could help out college students 
to pay less for college wouldn’t you 
want to know about it and know 
how you could vote for it? Being in 
the know with politics is important. 
Knowledge is power.

It’s Your Right!

It is your right as an American citizen 
to vote. It is an important right. We’re 
lucky to have a democratic political 
institution and we should take 
advantage. In some countries they 
are denied the right to vote, which 
denies them the right to shape their 

Why Millenials Should Vote 

government. Countries like Syria, 
Congo, and Cuba aren’t allowed the 
same voting rights as we do. We have 
the power to choose the right person 
to run the city, state or country. Our 
Founding Fathers helped shape this 
important right and it would be an 
insult to forgo our voting right.

Voicing Your Opinion

Voicing your opinion will make your 
voice be heard. By voting, you are 
making a stand. You are showing 
that you care who ‘s in charge of the 
oval office in the White House. You 
are telling the government what you 
do and don’t want for the future of 
America. Voting demonstrates your 
good faith attempt to get the political 
outcome you desire, and gives you 
every right to complain if things don’t 
go your way on a key ballot measure. 
If you don’t vote – shut it!

By: Kailen Pascual & Alejandra Salgado THE MILLENIAL 

on Monday at the museum at 11793 
North Micke Grove Road to share 
anecdotes, photos or objects to be 
recorded and preserved for years to 
come.
The generation that was raised during 
those times is in their 90s and people 
are passing away without sharing their 
stories, Funamura said.
“We know there’s a lot (of material) in 
homes,” she said.
Funamura, a trustee and board 

member of the museum and Chinese 
Benevolent Association, respectively, 
has learned a lot about her family’s 
history through the research process, 
including finding out her aunt, Erma 
Lee, was the first female poultry 
inspector in the state.
“Those are the kind of things that have 
been dug up,” she said.
Because the parents of Funamura have 
both died — her father in 1973 and 
her mother in 1992 — she can no 

longer ask them questions.
“This is the way I get to know my 
parents better,” she said.
On Monday, people who wish to 
contribute will sit down with a 
videographer to share their experiences 
about life in Stockton during their 
early years, and several stations will 
also be set up so photographs can be 
scanned and items collected.
Blood said the last exhibition about 
the Chinese community was on 
display in 1981 and focused on the 
Gold Rush era.
This effort is also the first phase at 
getting more ethnic groups involved 
and connected with the museum, she 

said.
It’s important for people to come 
share on Monday, Funamura said. Or 
like the dilapidated dragon mosaics 
planted in the pedestrian mall in 
downtown Stockton, Chinatown will 
be forgotten.
Said Blood: “Without people showing 
up, we don’t have a story to tell.”
To RSVP for Monday’s event, call 
Janwyn Funamura at (209) 931-6121 
or emailjanwyn.funamura@gmail.
com. Walk-ins are also welcome.
— Contact reporter Almendra 
Carpizo at (209) 546-8264 or 
acarpizo@recordnet.com. Follow her 
on Twitter @AlmendraCarpizo.
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Stockton’s Chinatown remembered, revered: 
Generations come together to preserve stories

LODI — Susan Lee can still remember 
the “earthy” smells that permeated the air 
around Chinatown.
The Chinese stores were always dark, 
she recalled. And there would be woven 
baskets full of ingredients — snails, water 
chestnuts and vegetables.
On Monday, the 67-year-old Manteca 
resident was among about two dozen 
people who gathered at the San 
Joaquin County Historical Museum 
to share their memories of living in 
what was once Stockton’s Chinatown, 
a vibrant community decimated by 
redevelopment.
The Chinese Benevolent Association 
and the San Joaquin County Historical 
Museum organized Monday’s event 
as a collaborative attempt to gather 
stories and objects for the exhibit “Tales 
of Stockton Chinatown,” which is 
scheduled to open on or about Jan. 28, at 
the museum in Lodi.
Howard Fong, 88, of Sacramento 
attended Monday’s event to share the 
story about his father, Fong King Won, a 
revered man with a charming personality 
and the owner of the city’s first poultry 
shop.
Sung Sung Market, which opened in 
1940, got its name because there was 
no refrigeration in those days, Fong 
explained. In Chinese, “sung sung means 
fresh fresh.” As a youngster, Fong worked 
alongside his father going out in the 
mornings to the farm to catch chickens 
that would later be sold in the market.
Chinatown was once a thriving business 
community and a place where people 
could get together, Fong said. People 
especially enjoyed going to Fook Chong, 
a soda fountain where customers could 
play card games.

Fook Chong, which was on the south 
side of Washington Street, was a favorite 
among many in the Chinese community 
and remained in operation until 
construction of the Crosstown Freeway.
Chinatown, which included Washington 
Street between Hunter and El Dorado 
streets, was once lined with Chinese 
businesses, associations, gambling 
halls and restaurants, which many in 
attendance on Monday said provided 
delicious foods that are scarce in 
Stockton.
Washington Street was home to On 
Lock Sam, Canton Low, Marty’s Shoes 
and Foo Lung, which were all owned 
and operated by members of the Chinese 
community.
When Frank Kim moved to Stockton in 
1959, “Chinatown was in its glory,” he 
said. “Washington was where it was.”
Blanche Chin Ah Tye, who was born in 
Salinas and authored the book “Full of 
Gold,” said she moved to Stockton when 
she married into the Ah Tye family in 
1940. The Ah Tyes were a family with 
15 children who opened a service station 
and garage in the 1930s.
“I think the Ah Tyes were one of the best 

customers in Chinatown,” 
she quipped.
In those days, Ah Tye said 
Chinatown was quaint 
and different from typical 
American stores. One man 
opened a store and sold 
live snails that he would 
catch in the channel. They 
were a popular ingredient 
and sold for 15 cents a 
pound, she added.
As attendees swapped 
stories, many lamented 
how businesses and 
homes were razed to make 
way for the Crosstown 
Freeway. Japantown and 
Little Manila, which 
were also in the heart 
of downtown, were 

also displaced to make way for urban 
redevelopment.
If it wasn’t for redevelopment, Stockton 
would have an old town similar to 
Sacramento, Kim said.
Acknowledging the site’s history is 
important, not just for the sake of 
documentation, but for people who, like 
Lee, are “looking for roots.”
For two years, Lee has gathered 
photographs and objects that can give 
her a glimpse into her family’s life 
growing up in Chinatown since her own 
time living there was brief. She said she 
attended Monday’s event because she 
wanted to share what she’s discovered 
and learn more about the community.
Fong said his children and grandchildren 
don’t know anything about the city’s 
Chinatown, but capturing the stories 
shared Monday will be good for future 
generations.
If not, Kim said to the group: “In a few 
years, a student from (University of the 
Pacific) going down to Chinatown won’t 
know it’s Chinatown.”
For more information on the “Tales of 
Stockton Chinatown” exhibition, email 

Janwyn Funamura atjanwyn.funamura@
gmail.com.
— Contact reporter Almendra Carpizo 
at (209) 546-8264 or acarpizo@
recordnet.com. Follow her on Twitter @
AlmendraCarpizo

Article provided for reprint
By Almendra Carpizo 
Stockton Record Staff Writer 
Posted Aug. 22, 2016 at 6:29 PM
Updated Aug 22, 2016 at 6:32 PM

Blanche Chin Ah Tye, 97, smiles as her daughters, Doreen Ah Tye, 
right, and Lani Ah Tye Farkas, center, show the wedding dress 
Blanche wore when she married into Stockton’s Ah Tye family in 
1940. They were among nearly two dozen people who gathered 
Monday at the San Joaquin County Historical Museum to share their 

memories for the exhibit “Tales of Stockton Chinatown.”
CALIXTRO ROMIAS/THE RECORD
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Ben Choy (Choy Buck-tone) 
was born in China, in 
Wing Ho Wan village in 
1917. His father decided 

he would come to the U.S. when he 
was thirteen. Ben’s family got papers 
for him as Choy Ging Foon, the “paper 
son” of a cousin who was a merchant 
in America. Because of the Chinese 
Exclusion Act, Chinese laborers 
could not come to this country, 
but merchants, students, educators, 
diplomats were among those in exempt 
classes. Children of these men and 
those who said they were born here 
were also allowed to come to this 
country, so many Chinese bought 
false identities to get around these 
discriminatory laws. Ben was to join 
his cousin’s son on their journey to 
America and said he was his brother.

When he left his family, “The parting 
with my mother was heart-breaking. 
I cried all night and the pillow was 
completely drenched with tears.” He 
sailed with his “brother” on the S.S. 
McKinley and was very seasick. He 
recalled a terrible smell in the back 
of the ship, where he stayed: “The 
smell of the steam in the back of the 

ship was really awful and unbearable.” 
Three weeks into his journey, he saw 
San Francisco for the first time. “It was 
early in the morning when I saw big 
buildings, and bright lights twinkling 
all over the place.  Gee, I was really 
amazed, you know. I was so impressed.” 
He was not able to set foot in San 
Francisco until he passed through 
processing on Angel Island.

Ben was detained with his paper 
brother in the Chinese men’s barracks. 
He remembers that the place was 
crowded with “men who were eager 
to set foot on the real Gold Mountain 
to realize their long-coveted dreams.” 
They were confined in a room with 
rows and rows of bunk beds, and 
little to do to pass the time. There was 
a basketball court, but Ben seldom 
played or watched others play.  Some of 
the children were practical jokers and 
they would pick on his brother, but no 
one played jokes on him because of his 
serious demeanor.  There were many 
poems on the walls. “A lot of people 
who were schooled in China wrote 
poems on the wall, grumbling about 
the injustice of the whole affair. I didn’t 
have the education to write or read, 

but I remember seeing them.” After 
two weeks on the island, Ben had to 
go through his immigration hearing. 
He inadvertently answered a question 
incorrectly, but told this answer to 
his paper brother, who repeated the 
information. Both boys were released, 
and landed in San Francisco and 
then lived with his cousin’s family in 
Oakland, where he attended Lincoln 
Elementary School.

Later, Ben dropped out of high 
school to work for National Dollar 
Stores in Portland, OR, helped build 
Victory Ships in Richmond, CA, 
then earned his high school diploma. 
He also opened a real estate office in 
Chinatown took night courses in law 

National Archives, Pacific Regional Branch (scanned by Vincent Chin)

Stories from a Paper Son

which helped him when he became 
a naturalized citizen of the U.S., and 
pursued his passion writing songs and 
plays. Ben married Katherine Hurlow 
and they raised two sons. Ben lived 
until 87 years of age.

In the spirit of the season, here is an 
excerpt of one of Ben’s poems, “Gung 
Hay Fat Choy.” For the rest of his story, 
visit http://aiisf.org/immigrant-
voices/stories-by-author/831-
stories-from-a-paper-son/.
Listen, listen to the jolly voices,
The gay music, and the happy noises,
The lively drums, the thundering gongs,
The merry greetings, and the love songs.

(continued from page 10) San Joaquin County Historical Museum Heart and Soul of Stockton Chinatown
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“We asked people for a penny. 
When we had scraped together 10 
cents, one of us would pay to get 
into the movies. Once inside, that 
kid would open the exit door of the 
theater for the rest of us to sneak in. 
I would find a couple and sit next to 
them, pretending to be their child. 
Sometimes we got caught; other times 
we didn’t.” Qloun Cho Low-Poon, 
88, and her little brother “Chungie” 
Chung Cho Gong, 87, recounted 
tales like this one to illustrate how 
they grew up as the youngest of nine 
children in a poor family in South 
Stockton during the 1930s and 
‘40s. “Poor, but happy,” they said. 
Through tenacity and drive, they 
both ultimately graduated from UC 
Berkeley.

Beginning on Sunday, January 
29, 2017, from 12-4 pm, the 
public will have the opportunity 
to go back in time and relive 
Stockton Chinatown when it 
was a colorful, bustling business 
district in the area now traversed 
by the Crosstown Freeway that 
links Highway 99 and Interstate 
5. Washington Street: Heart and 
Soul of Stockton Chinatown is an 
exhibit at the San Joaquin County 
Historical Museum in Micke Grove 
Park, Lodi, that is a collaborative 
effort between the museum and the 
Chinese Benevolent Association 
(CBA) of Stockton. Research has 
involved holding a series of four 
“Show ‘n’ Tell” sessions with members 
of the Greatest Generation, and their 
descendants; they delved into their 
memories and dusted off storage 
boxes, painting a remarkable picture 
of a time and a culture in Stockton 
that is in danger of being forgotten. 
As well, home visits and a trip to a 
still-existing businesses were made to 
gather material.

These memories and artifacts 
from a bygone era will be preserved 

and shared, thanks to the efforts of 
Julie Blood, Collections and Exhibit 
Manager, with the aid of museum 
docents (volunteer educators). 
Washington Street: The Heart and 
Soul of Stockton Chinatown will 
chronicle Sam Fow (Cantonese for 
“third city”) from the early 1900s 
through redevelopment in the 1970s. 

The exhibit’s Opening Day will 
utilize the spacious buildings and 
grounds of the 17-acre museum. 
Beginning at 12 noon, the museum 
will come alive with Chinese cultural 
activity stations, including a costume 
photo booth for cell phone pictures; 
children’s activities with paper crafts 
and Chinese yo-yo; a market display 
of Chinese cooking ingredients; local 
Chinese authors ready to answer 
your questions and sign their books; 
introduction to the popular mah 
jongg tile game; discovering your 
Chinese zodiac sign; and learning 
about Tai Chi exercise. Arrive early, 
between 12:00 – 1:30 pm and be 
one of the first 200 guests given the 
opportunity to purchase a $5 Chinese 
plate luncheon. At 2:00 pm, the 
thunderous beat of the lion dance 
drums will beckon all visitors to the 
Erickson Building for the exhibit 
ribbon-cutting ceremony. After the 
opening ceremony, until museum 
closing at 4:00 pm, you may view the 
exhibit and enjoy tea and home-baked 
cookies in the Tea Room.

The museum is located within 
Micke Grove Park at 11793 N. Micke 
Grove Road, Lodi CA 95240. The 
entrance is at the corner of Armstrong 
and Micke Grove Roads. The parking 
fee of $6 per vehicle is charged at the 
entry station. The museum admission 
fee is waived for this event. Museum 
membership is welcome. A one-year 
membership includes a full year of the 
parking fee and museum admission, 
as well as visits to the popular Critter 

Corral petting zoo during the 
summer.

Don’t miss the opening of the 
museum exhibit on January 29, 
2017, 12-4 pm, or visit before the 
exhibit closes in May 2017. The 
exhibit is auspicious for three reasons: 
(1) Chinese New Year (Year of the 
Rooster) begins the day prior to 
Opening Day; (2) The last Chinese 
exhibit at the museum, Golden 
Mountain, took place in 1981, also 
the Year of the Rooster; (3) The 
exhibit coincides with the conclusion 
of the museum’s 50th anniversary 
year and the beginning of the Chinese 
Benevolent Association’s Centennial 
Celebration.

Janwyn Loy Funamura, museum 
trustee and docent, as well as 
immediate past president of Stockton 
CBA, has learned a thing or two 
working on this project. She found 
out from the family of Hong Gong, 
aka “John Kee”, that, using pounds of 
bean sprouts delivered as a measuring 
stick, her father was an extremely 
successful businessman as co-owner 
of The Chopstick, Stockton’s first 
Chinese food take-out restaurant. 
Visit Washington Street: Heart and 
Soul of Stockton Chinatown, and 
take a step back in time!

San Joaquin County Historical Museum
Heart and Soul of Stockton Chinatown

1. ChungDavidQ: Recounting tales of 
growing up in Stockton: left to right - 
Chung Cho Gong, 87; son David; sister 
Qloun Cho Low-Poon, 88

2. JohnKee Family: Telling the story of 
hydroponically-grown bean sprouts - The 
Hong Gong (aka John Kee) and Fay Gong 
family: left to right - Steve Gong, 68; wife 
Lilian, daughter Michelle Weiler; brother 
Stewart Gong; sister Way Jane Gong 
Wong

3. KathyJanFrankie: Poring over a photo 
from the 1940s - left to right: Kathy Aso, 
Janwyn Funamura, Frank Yip

4. Gail: Telling the story of Quong Wah Yuen 
Chinese Delicatessen and Market: Gail 
Chin Gulick-Tucker, representing the nine 
children of Bill Chin and Lily Saichun 
Wong Chin

5. Shelton: Reminiscing about childhood 
experiences on Washington Street: 
Shelton Yip, son of Marty and Rosie Yip, 
owners of Marty’s Shoe Store; Shelton 
was accompanied by his sister Sandra Yip 
Shibata.

6. PatBook: Showing her Uncle George 
Fong’s book of memoirs: Patricia Chan 
Hing, one of five daughters of Charlie and 
Sadie Chan

7. Still: Speculating on the use of a still 
found in her great-aunt’s closet: Janwyn 
Funamura, cousin to the discoverer, 
Susan Lee

8. Cheryl: Creating Chinese delicacies from 
the unwritten recipes of her grandmother: 
Cheryl Lee, granddaughter of Sadie Lee 
who was the owner of Yet Bun Heong 
Bakery, working these days at the 
bakery’s third location in the Filipino Plaza 
in downtown Stockton

9. Virginia: Virginia Lee, 88, daughter of Yet 
Bun Heong’s original owners brought a 
colorized family photo to Yet Bun Heong 
Bakery. The photo depicts Virginia with 
her older sister Rose, brother King, and 
parents.

10. Mae: Home visit yields first-hand stories, 
few pictures - left to right, Mae Lee, 93, 
daughter of Lee Yuen, prominent Stockton 
Chinatown businessman, pictured on 
wall; and Julie Blood, San Joaquin County 
Historical Museum Collections/Exhibits 
Manager

11. What’s inside: Visit the San Joaquin 
County’s upcoming exhibit, Washington 
Street: Heart and Soul of Stockton’s 
Chinatown, to discover what unique 
artifact was carefully wrapped in this 
package. Left to right, Janwyn Funamura 
from the Chinese Benevolent Association 
and Violet Toy Yip whose father, Frank 
Bing Toy, owned Pacific Hardware at 119 
E. Market Street

12. Cataloguing artifacts: Busy «Show ‹n› 
Tell» session at the museum: Left to right 
- Mrs. Tong Gong Lee, whose husband 
owned Minnie Gong Lee Restaurant, and 
her daughter Katherine Gong Meissner; 
museum volunteers - photographer 
Harley Becker and docents Patti Williams 
and Connie Rice

Captions;
Pictures (continued top page 11)












